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Alan Shepard was from Derry and is
better known to the rest of the world
as the first American in space. His his-
toric 1961 Mercury flight paved the way
for the Apollo missions to the Moon. I
am also reminded that, as the com-
mander of the follow-on Apollo 14 mis-
sion, he also became the first human to
golf on the Moon’s surface.

Christa McAuliffe’s legacy as an ad-
vocate for her students and for science
education continues to inspire to this
day. New Hampshire and the entire
country are proud of her pioneering ef-
forts. Earlier this month, the entire
U.S. Senate honored that legacy and
passed my legislation authorizing the
U.S. Mint to produce a commemorative
coin in her honor.

As we continue to celebrate these
American achievements, we also cele-
brate the New Hampshire businesses,
institutions, and people who helped
make that possible and remember the
pride Americans everywhere felt that
day.

I also hope that the 50th anniversary
of the Moon landing will serve as a
wake-up call to all of us, a statement
of the great things our country can do
when we stand united, working to-
gether, and focused on a common goal.
We need more of that today. I hope we
will look to heroes like Christa
McAuliffe, Alan Shepard, and the Apol-
lo 11 crew as we rededicate ourselves as
a nation to achieving the impossible.

—

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD
OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS
LOCAL 158

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers Local 158 from
Green Bay, WI. The original charter of
Local 158 was filed on June 6, 1919.

IBEW Local 158 occupies a storied
place in the history of organized labor
in northeast Wisconsin. Electrical
workers in Green Bay began organizing
for better wages and working condi-
tions as early as 1902. By 1919, the
workers had a committed core of elec-
trical workers and filed the charter to
establish a chapter of the IBEW on
June 6 of that year. On June 17, 1919,
the Local held its first meeting at the
home of Brother August Verheyden.
The Local increased its influence and
magnified its voice by joining other
groups advocating for workers and
their families. In 1921, IBEW Local 158
joined the State Federation of Labor,
the Green Bay Labor Council, and the
Green Bay Building Trades.

Construction of paper mills and pow-
erplants in the Fox Valley created
steady employment for IBEW mem-
bers. Their experience was especially
important when the call for skilled
labor went out during World War II to
help build ships for the U.S. Navy.
After the surprise attack on Pearl Har-
bor, the Navy rapidly began building
low-cost cargo ships called Liberty
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Ships, as well as smaller torpedo patrol
and submarine chaser boats. Members
of IBEW Local 158, along with their
brethren from Local 1012 at the
Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding Com-
pany in Sturgeon Bay, stepped up to
this challenge and contributed to the
successful U.S. war effort.

IBEW Local 158 continued its signifi-
cant contributions to the Green Bay
economy and community through its
work on Green Bay’s City Hall, which
opened in 1957. That same year, the
Local celebrated its contribution to
the completion of the Lake Michigan
pipeline and the new City Stadium,
home of the Green Bay Packers.

In the early 1970s, Local 158 merged
with three other Wisconsin IBEW orga-
nizations: Local 751 in Manitowoc,
Local 1012 in Sturgeon Bay, and Local
1235 in Marinette, making Local 158 a
stronger, more diverse and financially
sound Local in the Brotherhood.

In recent times, the skills and exper-
tise of Local 1568 members are on dis-
play at nearby nuclear power stations,
paper mills, shipyards, and hospitals.
In 2003, IBEW contributed to the sig-
nificant renovations at Lambeau Field,
a landmark we in Wisconsin like to
refer to as the ‘““8th Wonder of the
World.”

IBEW Local 158, however, is known
for far more than its economic achieve-
ments. Its members also deserve rec-
ognition for their significant contribu-
tions to their community through gen-
erous charitable initiatives. In addi-
tion, its advocacy on behalf of family
supporting wages has helped build the
strong middle class Green Bay enjoys
today.

On this important day, marking 100
yvears of outstanding service to its
members, its union, and its commu-
nity, I heartily congratulate IBEW
Local 158 on its successful advocacy on
behalf of working families, and I wish
its members continued progress for the
next 100 years.

RECOGNIZING THE FREEPORT
FLAG LADIES

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I
wish to pay tribute to three great pa-
triots, three inspiring women, from the
town of Freeport, ME. Their names are
Elaine Greene, Carmen Footer, and
JoAnn Miller. They are known by our
men and women in uniform, veterans,
and grateful citizens throughout Amer-
ica as the Freeport Flag Ladies.

On September 11, 2001, an act of ter-
ror transformed a beautiful Tuesday
morning into a day of unfathomable
horror. Three days later, President
Bush asked grief-stricken Americans to
step outside their homes with lighted
candles in memory of the heroes of 9/11
and of the nearly 3,000 innocent men,
women, and children who perished.

Living on a secluded road, Elaine,
Carmen, and JoAnn instead took their
candles and an American flag to busy
Main Street. Their location quickly
began a rallying point for all of Free-
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port, the site of a spontaneous, heart-
felt memorial service.

Then they did something even more
remarkable. They made a promise to
stand with their flags on Main Street
each and every Tuesday morning be-
tween the hours of 8 and 9, to mark the
day and time of the attacks.

This coming September 11th will be
their final vigil. When that day comes,
they will have kept their promise for
more than 900 consecutive Tuesdays, in
rain, sleet, and snow, in bitter cold and
in blistering heat. Carmen, the young-
est of the three at 74, says their ‘‘re-
tirement’’ is due solely to the fact that
‘““Age wins, all the time.”

For the past 4 years, the Freeport
Flag Ladies have been joined each
Tuesday by Darlene Jolly and fre-
quently by Elaine’s sister, Amy Gove.

They have kept their promise, and
they have done so much more. From
2002 to 2016, they spearheaded a won-
derful 9/11 tribute in Freeport. They
have regularly made the long drive to
Bangor International Airport, to join
the legendary Maine Troop Greeters,
and to Pease International Airport in
New Hampshire, to meet the members
of our Armed Forces as they head over-
seas or return home. They have greeted
thousands of soldiers, and they are re-
membered by them all.

They have made a special effort to
reach out to those who serve our coun-
try and to their families. Thousands of
photographs of outbound troops have
been sent back home, and families re-
ceive a weekly message. They have
sent packages of games, magazines,
and food to troops overseas. Parcels to
combat support hospitals contain
clothing and special pillows to make
the transport of wounded soldiers more
comfortable. They have funded these
amazing efforts themselves, with yard
sales, growing and selling ‘‘Flowers for
Freedom,” and donations.

Describing what Elaine Greene, Car-
men Footer, and JoAnn Miller have
done falls far short of putting into
words what the Freeport Flag Ladies
mean to our country. Perhaps the best
words were spoken by Elaine: ‘‘Free-
dom shines on America, so let us shine
for America.” The Freeport Flag La-
dies shine brightly, and their light will
continue to inspire us all. Their prayer
to be of service was answered with a
mission to commemorate, to honor,
and to remember. They are among
those throughout our Nation who
transformed one of America’s darkest
days into one of our finest hours.

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the Flag Ladies of
Freeport, ME, who will soon retire
from their unwavering efforts to com-
memorate the heroes and the victims
of the life-changing events that oc-
curred on September 11, 2001. Every
Tuesday since that day—for 18 years—
the Freeport Flag Ladies have stood on
Main Street in Freeport in our Na-
tion’s colors waving our Nation’s flag.
First standing to honor the lives lost
in the 2001 attacks, these ladies have
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